The Jacob Reading Assignment
Read Genesis 27-33. These chapters focus on the life of Jacob. He received significant attention and space, especially compared to the amount written about his father Isaac. Read through the narrative of Jacob's life and his relatives. Below is a list of key events to help to see the flow of the narrative.

Esau sells his birthright for stew (Gen. 25:19-34)
Jacob deceived Isaac and stole Esau's blessing.
Esau comes for the blessing but is too late.
Jacob was sent to Laban to get a wife.
Esau married an Ishmaelite
Jacob has a dream at Bethel
Jacob meets Rachel at the well
Jacob marries Leah (the deceiver was deceived!)
Jacob marries Rachel
Rachel gives birth to Joseph
Jacob tells Laban he wants to leave
Jacob influences the animal breeding
Jacob leaves Laban
Rachel steals the household idols
Laban goes after Jacob
Laban and Jacob make a covenant
Jacob prepares to meet Esau
Jacob wrestles with God 
Jacob meets Esau (Gen. 33)

Family tree of Abraham:
Hagar------------ Abraham----------Sarah
      Ishmael                   Isaac------Rebekah
                                         Esau                  Leah --------Jacob----Rachel
                                                                      Reuben                    Joseph
                                                                      Simeon                    Benjamin   
                                                                      Levi
                                                                      Judah                     (Bilhah)
                                                                      Issachar                     Dan
                                                                      Zebulun                      Naphtali

                                                                        (Zilpah)
                                                                            Gad               
                                                                            Asher 
Genesis 29:31-30:24 give the children of Jacob.  Above is a family tree for Abraham and his children (See also Gen. 35:23-26).
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Now that you have read the Jacob story, we return to some interpretive and application questions. As you go back through the narrative, list two or three concepts that are revealed about God (Remember, he is always the protagonist in the story, even if he is not center stage). Identify what is revealed about God and give specific examples in the life of Jacob. Then list two or three concepts that are revealed about humanity (sinful or redeemed by God), with specific examples. Finally, identify two or three principles about God and humanity that can be applied to your life?

1. What does this passage communicate about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
	A.


	B.


	C. 


2. What does this passage reveal about humanity (either as fallen or redeemed creatures)?
	A. 


	B.


	C. 

3. For application, consider these three questions. You don’t have to answer them all. 
1. Is there a principle to follow? Is there a specific command to obey? How does it lead to prayer or praise of God?
2. How can I (or we as God’s people) apply the principles or message from this passage today?
3. How can I (or we as God’s people) live differently today?  

	A.


	B.


	C.
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